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Good Afternoon.  

 

This is Doug Reisig, Superintendent of Hellgate Elementary. 

 

I have something to share with you. 

 

There are many questions that people have as to what the school district will do this next fall. I 

want you to know that my preference is for the school district to re-open as normally as possible. 

Full days; full course offerings; full complement of extra-curricular activities. That is my 

preference. It may, however, not be the reality given what might still be happening in our 

community next fall with Covid-19.  

 

I have crafted a worse-case scenario instructional plan. I have spoken with the school board 

about the plan for the past two months and will again, at the June 8
th

 school board meeting. In 

short, if, this fall, we are in a worse-case scenario for our schools, with respect to Covid-19 and 

its impact on Missoula, I will make the recommendation to move the school district into a ½ day 

school format to reduce student on-campus numbers and maintain social/physical distancing. I 

will make the recommendation that some of the district’s ancillary class offerings be modified, 

suspended, or eliminated. I will look at ways to adjust the school district’s food service program 

and school transportation service patterns. I will look at all extra-curricular activities and follow 

the guidelines from the National Federation of State High School Associations as to whether the 

school district should or should not offer such activities. I will continue to make 

recommendations to the Hellgate Elementary Board of Trustees about how school should 

progress next fall based on available data and information from the CDC, Governor Bullock’s 

office, the Montana Office of Public Instruction, the Montana Department of Health and Human 

Services, and the Missoula City/County Health Department. 

 

I want our schools to re-open. We cannot continue to keep our schools closed. And, I do not 

want to activate a worse-case scenario plan. It is not fair to our students. They need and deserve a 

quality educational experience. They need to be on campus. That is the goal. But, I am prepared 

to make the recommendation to activate a different plan should the impact of Covid-19 on our 

community suggest otherwise. I thought you should know what the plan is at this point in time.  

 

As always, as things continue to change, I will work to keep you as informed as possible. 

 

Thank you. Stay safe and healthy. 


